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POETRY 

 

Grade VI I  

Lesson 4.  Chivvy 

 

 

            

 

         The poem ‘Chivvy’ is a cat alogues of  var ious do’s and don’t s t hat  t he gr own-ups dict at e 

t o young childr en. The adult s const ant ly give a list  of  inst r uct ions t o t he childr en about  how t o 

sit , how t o t alk, how t o eat  and so on. 

             The poem, however , indicat es a passage of  t ime when t he young child has gr own up and 

is incapable of  t aking a decision on his own. The same adult s, t hen child t he gr own up child f or  

not  being able t o t hink independent ly. 

             

 St anza wise Explanat ion of  t he Poem                      

 

                 

          

Gr own-up say t hings like: 

Speak up 

Don’t  t alk wit h your  mout h f ull 

Don’t  st ar e ; Don’t  point  

Don’t  pick your  nose 

Ref erence The above lines have been t aken f r om Michael Rosen’s poem ‘Chivvy’ 

Cont ext  The poet  point s out  t o a ser ies of  inst r uct ions given by t he gr own-ups. 

Explanat ion The poem opens wit h a long list  of  inst r uct ions. I n all likelihood, t hese inst r uct ions 

ar e being issued by t he adult s t o t heir  young ones. Speak, up don’t  t alk while your  mout h is f ull 

of  f ood and so on ar e j ust  a f ew examples. 

      

                    

 

 

 

SOUL OF THE POEM 

St anza 1 
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Sit  up; Say please; Less noise 

Shut  t he door  behind you 

Don’t  dr ag your  f eet  

Haven’t  you got  a hankie? 

Take your  hands out  of  

Your  pocket s 

Ref erence same as in St anza 1 

Cont ext  The poet  cont inues t o put  an emphasis on how t he young childr en ar e dir ect ed t o act  in 

accor dance t o t he inst r uct ions issued by t he adult s. 

Explanat ion t he second st anza of  t he poem cont inues wit h yet  anot her  set  of  inst r uct ions. Each 

and ever y act ivit y of  t he young child is administ er ed and put  under  t he sur veillance of  t he 

gr own-ups. 

           

 

Pull your  socks up; St and up st r aight  

Say t hank you; Don’t  int er r upt  

No one t hinks you’r e f unny 

Take your  elbows of f  t he t able 

Can’t  you make your  own 

Mind up about  anyt hing? 

Ref erence Same as in St anza 1  

Cont ext  The poet  showcases how t he child is st ill being r epr imanded by t he adult , t hough t he 

child has gr own up. 

Explanat ion The f inal couplet  of  t he poem shows t hat  per haps t he young of  child has gr own up. 

However , t he adult s ar ound him cont inue t o r epr imand him. But , t his t ime f or  a dif f er ent  

r eason. The child is unable t o decide anyt hing f or  himself . He is not  cer t ain about  anyt hing. I t ’s 

quit e ir onical as t he ent ir e childhood of  t his child was spent  blindly f ollowing t he inst r uct ions. 

 

St anza 2 

St anza 3 
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1.  Discuss t hese quest ions in small groups bef ore you answer t hem.  

   (i) When is a grown- up likely t o say t his Don’t  t alk with your mouth f ull.  

      The gr own-ups ar e likely t o t ell t he childr en not  t o t alk while t heir  mout h is f ull of  f ood. 

   (ii) When do you think an adult  would say t his? Say t hank you.  

The childr en ar e likely t o be r eminded t o say t hank you when t hey r eceive a gif t  or  a 

f avour  f r om someone. 

(iii) When do you t hink an adult  would say this? No one t hinks you are f unny.  

Adult s ar e likely t o t ell childr en, ‘on one t hink you ar e f unny’ when t he childr en ar e t oo 

shy t o speak or  per f or m bef or e t he ot her s.  

2.  The last  t wo lines of  t he poem are not  prohibit ions or inst ruct ions.  What  is t he adult  

now asking t he child t o do? Do you think t he poet  is suggest ing t hat  t his is 

unreasonable? Why? 

      The adult  is now asking t he child t o t hink independent ly. The poet  f inds t his ent ir ely 

unr easonable because t he young child has not  been t r ained t o use his mind. He has only been 

t r ained t o f ollow t he inst r uct ions given by t he adult s.    

3. Why do you think grown- up say t he kind of  t hinks ment ioned in t he poem? I s it  

important  t hat  t hey t each children good manners,  and how t o behave in public? 

       The adult s const ant ly give inst r uct ions t o t heir  childr en f or  var ious r easons. They t r y t o 

t r ain t hem t o behave in a decent , well- manner ed and sophist icat ed way. This however , r obs 

away t heir  childlike innocence.       

4.  I f  you had t o make some rules f or grown- ups t o f ollow,  what  would you say? Make at  

least  f ive such rules.  Arrange the lines as in a poem.  

        Don’t  dict at e and impose your  r ules. Your  ways and t hinking is dif f er ent  f r om our s and 

so ar e t he t imes. Don’t  t alk over  t he phone while eat ing. Please spend some t ime wit h us.   

 

 

 

 

NCERT FOLDER 

Working With The Poem 
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CHAPTER PRACTI CE 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Why do the grown- ups tell the children not  to t alk with their mouth f ull? 

       The gr own-ups t ell t he childr en not  t o t alk wit h t heir  mout h f ull of  f ood because it  is 

bad manner s t o t alk while eat ing. 

2.  What  all inst ruct ions are given by t he adult s regarding noise? 

The adult s t ell t he childr en not  t o make much noise, neit her  while t alking nor  while 

eat ing or  walking. 

 

 

 

     1.  What  happens when the adult s give too many inst ruct ions t o t heir children?  

          When t he adult s give t oo many inst r uct ions t o t heir  childr en, t hey kill t heir  childr en’s 

spont aneit y and willingness t o use his/ her  mind t o under st and lif e. These inst r uct ions r ob away 

t heir  innocence, making t hem dependent  on t heir  elder s. 

 

 

 

      Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Ready t he ext r act  given below and answer  t he f ollowing 

quest ions. 

Sit  up 

Say please 

Less noise 

Shut  t he door  behind you 

Don’t  dr ag your  f eet  

Haven’t  you got  a hankie? 

Take your  hands out  of  your  pocket  

Pull your  socks up 

St and st r aight . 

Very Short  Answer type quest ions 

Short  Answer type quest ions 

Ext ract  Based quest ions 
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1.  Why is the child asked t o st and st raight ? 

           The child is asked t o st and st r aight  because t hat  shows t hat  he is at t ent ive. 

2.  What  does walking by dragging f eet  suggest ? 

Dr agging f eet  while walking suggest s bad manner s. 

3. Make a sent ence of  your  own using t he wor d ‘dr ag’ 

My br ot her  f or cibly dr agged me t o t he f et e. 

     4.  Who is giving t hese inst ruct ions? 

           (a) The poet            (b) An adult   (c) A child               (d) The t eacher  

             (b) An adult  

     5.  To whom are these inst ruct ions being addressed? 

             (a) The poet            (b) An Adult   (c) A child              (d) The t eacher  

              (c) A child 

     6.  Why would the child need a hankie? 

               (a) To clean his mout h         (b) To clean his shoes 

 (c) To clean his bag.            (d) To clean his slat e. 

                  (a) To clean his mout h.   
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